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Sycamore Families,
We understand that the Novel Coronavirus, now known as COVID-19, is
causing much anxiety in our community, country, and around the world.
Sycamore Community Schools is closely monitoring this rapidly evolving
situation and the potential impact on the safety of our students and
staff.

What Is Known

The virus causing COVID-19 is a new coronavirus that has not been
previously identi�ed and causes a respiratory illness ranging from a mild
cold-like illness to severe pneumonia. According to the CDC, 81% of
people diagnosed with COVID-19 in China have had mild illness.

Similar to the �u, the people who are most likely to develop severe illness
and complications from COVID-19 are:

Older individuals (>60 years old)
Those with other medical conditions (like heart and lung disease or diabetes)
Individuals with weakened immune systems.

The Latest On COVID-19
The World Health Organization says the outbreak has reached the “highest level” of risk for the world,
with the virus con�rmed in 77 countries. However, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reports for
most of the American public, who are unlikely to be exposed to this virus at this time, the immediate
risk from COVID-19 is considered low.

Imported cases of COVID-19 in travelers have been detected in the United States. During the week of
February 23, CDC reported community spread of the virus that causes COVID-19 in California, Oregon,
and Washington. Currently, there are no cases of COVID-19 infection in Ohio.
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There is no vaccine or treatment currently available for COVID-19. The National Institutes of Health
has started the process of evaluating treatments and developing a vaccine already.

How Sycamore Is Preparing
District safety and health administrators have been working with the
CDC, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), and Hamilton County Public
Health (HCPH) to determine what actions, if necessary, to address this
health-related issue in our schools. This also includes monitoring
evolving advisories from federal and international agencies regarding
international travel.

Administrators are monitoring student and staff absence rates, which is standard practice during cold
and �u season. At this time, the district is not seeing an elevated number of absences due to
illness. We will continue to monitor absences for any spikes that would require school closures.
Because most people with COVID-19 have mild disease, the likelihood that HCPH will recommend
closing schools is very low.

The district is taking precautionary measures to combat illness. Our maintenance staff is making
extra efforts to disinfect classrooms and common areas in each of our seven buildings as well as
within our Athletic and Transportation departments. The district has also purchased additional
disinfecting products to use in case there is a widespread illness.

We are also educating our students and staff about the importance of good hygiene and how to
prevent the spread of infectious disease through things like handwashing.

District safety and health administrators have ensured the district’s Emergency Operations Plan is
up-to-date in the event of an illness pandemic. While the exact details of the plan remain con�dential,
the district is prepared to respond to a pandemic while limiting school disruption.

International Travel
With the situation rapidly evolving worldwide, the district is also closely
monitoring the impact international travel could have on students and
staff with Spring Break approaching.

How COVID-19 Spreads
COVID-19 is believed to spread primarily the same way the common cold or �u spread- through
respiratory droplets that are produced when someone coughs or sneezes.

People who are most at risk of becoming infected with COVID-19 are those who have been in close
contact (within about 6 feet) with someone who has the virus. People are thought to be most
contagious when they are most symptomatic. Some spread of the virus might be possible before a
person has symptoms, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.

https://s.smore.com/u/d916b7c5ea89314d551505b933bf6f0b.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/63b10a8571f5b126281be0816beae89e.jpg


At this time, the district has canceled all school-sponsored international student trips because of
the undue risk to student health and the uncertainty of international travel restrictions being put
into place. The decision to cancel these highly-anticipated experiences is not one that the district
takes lightly. This includes the AP European History, Music, AP French, and History trips. The district
and sponsors have communicated directly with the families impacted about the next steps and travel
vouchers.

The district does not screen or monitor students or staff who have traveled internationally. However,
we strongly encourage any families who may be traveling internationally during Spring Break to
research and follow all State Department advisories and CDC recommendations. The CDC warns
this may include some limitations on movement and activity for up to 14 days. Your cooperation is
integral to the ongoing public health response to try to slow the spread of this virus.

What Families Can Do Now
Keep children home when they are sick. Students (and parents/guardians) who are ill, especially
with acute respiratory symptoms (not allergies or chronic conditions), should stay home.
Teach children to always cover coughing and sneezing with a tissue or elbow.
Handwashing is a very effective way to prevent sickness. Remind children to wash their hands
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds after using the restroom before they eat, and after
they cough, sneeze, or blow their nose. Hand sanitizer is a good option to use if soap is not
available.
Tell children to avoid touching their mouth and nose or rubbing their eyes since that is how germs
get into the body.
Clean frequently touched surfaces and objects using everyday household disinfectants. High-
touch surfaces like doorknobs, toilet handles, and sink handles should be cleaned more often.
Plan for when community spread occurs. Make a plan to designate a caregiver, such as a family
member or neighbor, for a sick child(ren) if you can’t stay home.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html


More Resources
Concerns over this new virus can make children and families anxious but it is important that the risk
currently remains low in our community. Acknowledging some level of concern, without panicking, is
appropriate and can result in taking actions that reduce the risk of illness. Take a moment to review
this “Talking To Children About COVID-19: A Parent Resource” for great talking points about how to
address fears about COVID-19 with your children.
For additional resources, please visit the COVID-19 sections of the Centers for Disease Control and the
Ohio Department of Health the most up-to-date information. Ohio Department of Health, We also
encourage families to check the Student Health Handbook for more information.

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/covid-19/novel_coronavirus
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/seasonal-influenza/prevent-the-flu/
https://www.sycamoreschools.org/domain/497

